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The global exchange-traded derivatives market place is one of the most dynamic markets in the world.
G. H. Financials’ quarterly Newsletter – “Global Clearing” – aims to give our clients an overview and insight into
how G. H. Financials is leading from the front in adapting to an ever-changing market landscape in order to give our
clients market-leading service and support in their trading activities.

INTRODUCTION

LONDON | CHICAGO | HONG KONG
Ben Hepden
Group Chief Financial Officer
Let me start by saying that I am very excited to welcome you to the Spring edition of the
G. H. Financials’ newsletter.
This month marks the anniversary of my first full year in my new role as Group Chief Financial Officer
of G. H. Financials and what a year it’s been!
I joined G. H. Financials more than eight years ago coming from the financial services industry but a
different sector to that of Futures and Options clearing. I think it’s fair to say that at first it was a steep
learning curve, but I have grown to love the industry in which we all work and appreciate how dynamic,
ever changing and sometimes challenging it can be.
The business was very different when I started my journey at G. H. Financials as Financial Controller.
Since then, I am proud to have been heavily involved in the progress and achievements that the
business has made. We have set up new offices in Chicago and Hong Kong which have been exciting
to see grow, become General Clearing Members of new markets, and in some cases, been the first
non-bank FCM to do so.
My original focus at G. H. Financials was that of financial control, financial processes, regulatory and
tax compliance and of course, the overall integrity of our statutory financial reporting. Up to now, this
remains unchanged and if anything, the focus has just increased as the industry constantly changes
and progresses with regards to the regulatory compliance and liquidity management.
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The business itself has also changed dramatically, now servicing a more diverse client base from all
parts of the world across all time zones.
One thing that has not changed is G. H. Financials’ strong company ethics and passion for clearing.
I still believe that we achieve this through understanding the market in which we operate, fully
understanding our client’s needs, being dynamic, and of course by retaining extremely capable and
loyal staff members.
It’s has been a very busy but extremely exciting first year as CFO of G. H. Financials. We have a senior
management team with great expertise in the industry with an abundance of energy and a desire to
continue the focus of growing our business. The markets have been volatile which has been good for
clearing and we continue to welcome new and exciting clients to our portfolio.
The challenge is to continue to strive to be the best service provider to our clients and to make profits
whilst doing so. We continue with this philosophy and remain excited about the coming year ahead.
Ben Hepden:

benhepden@ghfinancials.com

NEWS
Fund Raising:

Futures for Kids Fun Run

G. H. Financials is pleased to announce that it is sponsoring the Futures for Kids Run 10K for FFK
fun run on 13 June 2019 at the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park.
G. H. Financials was pleased to have supported Futures for Kids inaugural fun run last year which saw
the charity raise £23,000 on the day for a range of children’s charities. The charity aims to raise more
with this year’s event and hopes to attract over 300 runners.
G. H. Financials will be entering a team.
Find out more:
ghfinancials.com/en/more/events/ffk-10k

enquiries@ghfinancials.com
www.ghfinancials.com
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Running:

J. P. Morgan Corporate Challenge

G. H. Financials will once again be entering a team into the J. P. Morgan Corporate Challenge on
3 & 4 July 2019 in Battersea Park, London.
This is the fourth time G. H. Financials have entered a team into the J. P. Morgan Challenge – an
international series of races in 14 cities across the world developed to celebrate corporate teamwork,
camaraderie and community as well as raise funds for good causes.
The event held annually since 1986, attracted 30,586 runners from 836 companies last year and will
undoubtedly be a sell out this year as well.
Find out more:
ghfinancials.com/en/more/events/jpm-challenge-2019

EVENTS
Conference:

FOW Derivatives World Asia 2019

Hong Kong
3 April 2019

Sharon Shi, Managing Director, G. H. Financials (Hong Kong) Ltd. and
Ryan Leung, Regional Sales Executive, will be attending FOW
Derivatives World Asia conference on 3 April 2019.
Sharon will also be moderating the “Key/emerging Asian markets
– connectivity and trading solution” panel session. This will be
discussing the key growth markets in Asia, the trading infrastructure
within the region and ways in which global investors can trade Asian
markets.
Find out more:
ghfinancials.com/en/more/events/fow-dw-2019

enquiries@ghfinancials.com
www.ghfinancials.com

continued...

Conference:

FIA Forum: Shanghai 2019

Shanghai
12 April 2019

Sharon Shi, Managing Director, G. H. Financials (Hong Kong) Ltd. will
be attending the inaugural FIA Forum: Shanghai 2019 conference at the
Mandarin Oriental Hotel, Purdong, Shanghai on 12 April 2019.
Sharon will also be participating on the “The Development of China
Cross-Border Trading” panel session alongside other leading industry
representatives which will be looking at the key growth markets in China
and how cross-border initiatives will develop those markets.
Find out more:
ghfinancials.com/en/more/events/fia-forum-shanghai

Conference:

FIA IDX 2019

London
3-5 June 2019

Mark Phelps, Group Chief Executive Officer, Gemma Lloyd, Chief
Business Development Officer and Tyler Steeds, Clearing Sales
Executive will be attending IDX 2019 at the Brewery, London on 3-5
June 2019.
Additionally, G. H. Financials are sponsoring the IDX Gala dinner on the
last night of the conference which is held to raise money for Futures for
Kids – having raised over £1.5 million over the last ten years.
Find out more:
ghfinancials.com/en/more/events/fia-idx-2019

enquiries@ghfinancials.com
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PAST EVENTS
Conference:

FOW Trading Amsterdam
March 2019 | Amsterdam
Tyler Steeds, G. H. Financials Clearing Sales Executive attended FOW
Trading Amsterdam on 21 March 2019 at the Hotel Okura, Amsterdam.
FOW Trading Amsterdam, now in its ninth year, is the leading event for
the Dutch algorithmic and proprietary trading community.

Conference:

FIA Boca 2019
March 2019 | Boca Raton, Florida
Mark Phelps, Group Chief Executive Officer, attended FIA Boca 2019.
The conference is one of the FIA’s flagship events, together with the FIA
Expo, IDX and FIA Asia, and brings together the leaders of the futures,
options and cleared derivatives industry in a unique forum which helps
shape and guide the industry.

Conference:

POC 2019
March 2019 | Kula Lumpur
Ryan Leung, Regional Sales Executive G. H. Financials (Hong Kong) Ltd.
attended the Palm and Lauric Oils Price Outlook Conference.
The conference is organised by Bursa Malaysia and is attended by
international market participants from over 50 countries.

Conference:

FOW Derivatives Israel
February 2019 | Tel Aviv
Mark Phelps, Global Chief Executive Officer, and Tyler Steeds, Clearing
Sales Executive along with 250 other delegates attended FOW
Derivatives Israel.
FOW Derivatives Israel is the largest derivatives focused conference in
the region and is well attended by the Tel Aviv based financial services
industry which G. H. Financials has strong links with.

enquiries@ghfinancials.com
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EXCHANGE FOCUS
CME Group:

Something big is coming to Equities Trading Micro E-Mini Futures
Meet Micro E-mini futures, the next big thing in equities trading.
Discover the benefits of trading equity index futures for a fraction of the
financial commitment, with contracts 1/10th the size of classic E-mini
futures.

Four index contacts, for individual traders:
•
•
•
•

Micro E-mini S&P 500 – trade exposure to U.S. large-cap stocks
Micro E-mini Nasdaq-100 – trade exposure to the largest nonfinancial companies in the Nasdaq stock market
Micro E-mini Russell 2000 – trade exposure to 2,000 U.S. smallcap stocks
Micro E-mini Dow – trade exposure to 30 U.S. blue-chip
companies.

Highlights
•
•
•

Trade a slice of the most liquid equity index futures: the same
benefits of E-mini futures in a smaller-sized contract
Versatility to manage strategies: fine-tune equity market exposure
or tailor a position to reduce risk
Use the power of leverage: control a large contract value with a
small amount of capital, with no expense ratios, for maximum
capital efficiency.

Find out more:
cmegroup.com/cme-group-futures-exchange/micro-futures.html

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
Claire Brookes

Head of Operations
G. H. Financials is comprised of talented and hardworking individuals
that make the company successful. Our seventh employee spotlight
shines the light on Claire Brookes from our London office who was
G. H. Financials first employee.
What is your role at G. H. Financials?
Head of operations. Overseeing the day to day running of the clearing
and reconciliations departments, and continuing to improve our
processes.
What’s your favourite aspect of your job?
Daily challenges that keep me motivated. No two days are the same!
What made you decide to work at G. H. Financials?
Working on the LIFFE trading floor from 1994 I heard about GHF and
made the move to work in their back office.

enquiries@ghfinancials.com
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From there I worked my way up and became in charge of the runners on
the LIFFE floor before coming back to operations on the closure of the
trading floor.
What does a typical day look like for you and what are you currently
working on?
We start with morning catch ups with the global teams to discuss the
day ahead. I am currently working on a number of projects which will add
to our clearing opportunities..
What is your biggest achievement to date – personal or professional?
My biggest achievement is having my children and maintaining a happy
and healthy family life as well as a career.

NETWORKING
G. H. Financials’ staff will be in the following locations over the coming months:.
3 April 2019
12 April 2019

Hong Kong (Derviatvies World Asia)
Shanghai (FIA Forum: Shanghai)

Sharon Shi
Managing Director,
G. H. Financials (Hong Kong) Ltd.

12 April 2019
14 May 2019

Shanghai (FIA Forum: Shanghai)
Busan (FIA Forum: Busan)

Ryan Leung
Regional Sales Executive,
G. H. Financials (Hong Kong) Ltd.

24-25 April 2019
8-9 May 2019

New York (Emerging Manager Forum)
Chicago (The Trading Show)

Dave Mitchell
Regional Sales Executive,
G. H. Financials, LLC

If you would like to arrange a meeting, please get in touch:
Sharon Shi:		
Dave Mitchell: 		
Ryan Leung: 		

shi.ning@ghfinancials.com
dave.mitchell@ghfinancials.com
ryan.leung@ghfinancials.com

FIND OUT MORE
If you want to find out more about any of the items covered in this newsletter, or find out how
G. H. Financials could help your business, please get in touch with us:
Email: 				enquiries@ghfinancials.com
Our contact form: 		www.ghfinancials.com/en/contact
London:				
t: +44 (0)20 7653 6400		

enquiries@ghfinancials.com
www.ghfinancials.com

Chicago:				
t: +1 312 586 1801		

Hong Kong:
t: +852 5808 0324 ext. 2210

G. H. Financials Limited is authorised and regulated in the UK by the Financial Conduct Authority. G. H. Financials, LLC is
regulated by the Chicago Mercantile Exchange (“CME”) as the Designated Self-Regulatory Organisation (“DSRO”) on behalf of the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission “CFTC”). G. H. Financials (Hong Kong) Limited is regulated in Hong Kong by the Securities and Futures Commission.

